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SIR, 


* © $' the over-flowing of Nilus doth conti- 
nually leave many Seeds and Spawns of 
Monſters behind it , ſo the' late Inunda- 
tion of Schiſm in this Nation, hath left 
many prodigious and monſtrous Princi- 
ples with ns; amongſt the reſt, That it's lawful for Sub- 
jects to take up Arms againſt their Prince in Defence of 
Keligion, or to prevent Popery. And this DoGrine [ 
muſt rell you, Sir," 75-become ſo'Epidenticet, wrrPo 
the Religioniſts have atlopted it into the Family of their 
Faith. I bave herein tranfitu, tanquam Viator Her- 
mulas, made ſome RefleSions upon their pernicious The- 


_ ore - The Colours, I muſt confeſs, are laid in Water, 
but ſome better Artiſts hereafter may lay theyy/m Oyl. 
Howſoever 1 do appeal to your Noble ſelf, whoſe ſingle 
Opinion ( in point of Loyalty ) I more walue, than the 
Fudgment of the moſt advanced Heads. I know, Sir, 
Jou carry an Antidote in your Ears, and a Counterpeſt 

© zn your Breaſt, againſt the Poiſon and Contagion of theſe 
Principles. Tour innate Loyalty hath taught you even 
from your Cradle to bear Aris in defence of your Prince. 


A 2 I 


T am ſure your Religion ( which you profeſs ) cannot 

ſuffer you to take up Arms-againſt your Soveraign ; the 

_ firſt bath made you gracious to your Prince, the other Re- 

wowned to all & Fa ; your Piety hath ſignalliz:d your 

I Loyalty, and both have rendred you Illuftrions. Sir, with 
amch Humility I beg your Pardon, and do reſt 


< Your moſt Faithful, 
moſt Obegient 'Servant 


, or” 


and Countryman, 
Ap William, d' Bretaine, | 


"SHE 


N Obedience to your Commands, I have read, and 
ſoberly confideret! the Papers, which you were pleaſ- 
ed to ſend unto' me. The Diſcourſe is ſtrong and 
Mafeuline 3 but I miuft beg your Pardon, if I cans 
not obtain ſo niuch favour of my Reaſon as to agree 

with you, That it's Lawful for SubjeRs in a. Monarchical 
State, as England is, to take up Arms for Rehgion,. or in 
defence of it, withoht -warrant and ' Authority from the 
Gs. | EO 0E; 041 2 | 
| RA this Aﬀ/ertion of yours 1$-16” Horrid 'ands permitious 
m conſequence , and ſo fatal to all 'Kmgs and Princes, and 
to Religion it (elf, rhatT ruſt tell you, it's, LD otiinian 

- IT. Contrary to the Dofrine delivered to us in the: fa+ 
cred Scriptures. Fe Otto | 
' 2. Contrary to the- Laws of this Kmgdom. | | 
© 3. Apainft the Judgment of the moſt Pious and Learned 


tnen in all Ages. | hoc 


© T7. It's contrary to the Dof@rine delivered m the Scrip- 

tures ,\ which teach' us,- the Sword ' belongeth only to the 
King, -and ' to them that are ſent by him, Row. | 13e 1 Pet. 
chap, 6..ver. 13, 14. And that we ſhoul4 be fubjef, not only 
for WeaPh; But alfo for Conſcience-ſake; betanſe the Powers that 
be, are ordtined of - God, whoſoever therefore, faith St. 
Panh refiſteth the Power; reſiſteth the - Ordinance of God; 
and they which reſiſt , ſhall receive to themſelves Dan- 
7ati01.” The words of St. Pant there is a remarkable Op- 
poſition between Subje&ion and Reſiſtance 3 worlngw, and 
eric, implying; that. all military-«,, whether Defen- 
ſive or Offenfive; if ie be againſt'rhe_ Superior Power, which 
ED: ; B God 


| (2! } 
God hath ſet over us, is forbidden. But this hath been fo 
excellently diſcourſed of by many learned perſons, that 
I ſhall nor give you further Trouble herein ; yet there is 
ene Objection which you make your AchiZes, which I hall 
endeavour to- anſwer; and- that is-I-Pet.-c., 2.2. 13. Submit 
your ſelves unto every Ordinance of man, whether it be ts the 
King, as Supreme: from whence you conclude, that the 
King is the Ordinance of man, and deriveth his power 


any. Ordinance created' by -man, ; hut; eſtabliſhed in, or a-. 
mong(t':men. p ; : -+ £ £ ! : ; : 


-+T. "Becauſe the King is the, anly and Supreme” Gover- 
mmourin 4}]-Caſes, x E/7zsic.'T.5 Eljg.& Ts nom nm 
: 2+. The King: is--an abſolute. Monarch, /ib..5. .de Fare 
[Regs Ecclefidſtico., Caſſannus in CatahiGlor, Mundi. |. 
8OY 3. The 


(3) 
3. The Kings Crown. is an Emperial Crown, 28: H. 9. 
£7. T Eliz.c.t. 1 Jacob: ©. 1. ob: 0 
If o, then the Supreme: Power-is in the King, and by conſe- 
quence the ſole: power of making waris in him. - -- - 

Tn the Parliament 7 E. x. it was declared by the Prelates, 
Earls, Barons, and Commonalty of the Realm, That it be-: 
longeth. to the King and his Royal Seignory ſtricly:to-de-. 
fend force: of Armour, .and all other force againſt:the Kings, 
Peace where it ſhall pleafe him; and-to puniſh them that- 
ſhall do contrarv to the Law and Utſage of the Realm, and, 
hereunto they are bound to aid their. Soveraign Lord at: 
all ſeaſons,, when necd fhall be; Old Mag. Char. fol. 156. 
| Lemb. fol. 135. Inſt. par- 1. fol. 75. — _” 

All Commiſſions tolevy men for the War, are awarded. 
by: the King, 4 & 5 Philip & Mary c. 3. | | 
. His Majelties Subjects, according to their bounden Dau- 
ties, ought to ſerve the. King in his Wars, 2 &+ 3 E. 6. 
£-2. 11 H«7.c. 1: lib; 7.Calnins Caſes! WE | 
The people without the: King, cannat make a War; but 
the King without the people can; 19 .' 4. 6. Fitz. bride, 
Tit. JuriſdiG4en plac. ultimo. Cox i wo 3. 
»: The King ows a Protection to his people, and isthe Con-. 


3 


_ High 


a 


(4) 
high Treaſon by the Common Law, and bythe Statute, 25 
E. 3. for they uſurp Royal Authority, and it's a Machina- 
tion and Compaſſing of the Kings Death, and a levying 
of War'apainſt his ſacred Perſon and Authority. . 
It was- reſolved by all the Judges of Exglard in the reign” 

of Hexyy the Eight, That an Infurreftionagainſt the Statute 
of Labvurers for the inhanſing of Sallaries and Wages, was. 
x levying 'of War againſt the King, becauſe it was againſt 
the King and his Laws, and ſo in deſtruction” of the King ; 
and f6r thar the Offenders took upoh them the Reformari- 
on thereof, which Subjects by gathering of power oughr 
not to:db; Tnft. part. 3. fol. 10. Fhe Imperial Law doth af 
ſert the ſhme : Ad Legemt Ju. Majeſtatis Leg. 3. eadem lege 
tenetur , &* qui injuſſu Principis bellum gefſerit, | dete-" 
Fin bibuerit, exercitam comparaverit, its Treaſon without 
the Command of the Prince, to make War, levy men, or: 
raiſe ati Aftny, And Codex armorum nſus inſcio Principe #1- 
terdift tis 6ft © Null3 prorſus nobis. inſeitiis atque inconſultis- 

norumlibet armorum moverdorum copia tribauthr's. It's nod 
lawful'for any, without our Authority, to take up Arms. 
Theſeare-the wotdsof the Emperors, Yalentinian atid alert, 
and Codex de re militari, Leg. 13. Nemo miles : Nems miles 
vel ft watet, vel aliehts obſequia ſine nutn Privicipali peras 
gere andeat. And Bodin doth tell us the ſame Je Repiib.l;b.x. 
C16". 155,” 156: fol. 244, Edit. Latin. Urſell. 4nz5 
 2/ Irs not lawful: for Subjefts ih the Realm: of Eg 
lJanz t&'take up Arths' for Religion, either to reform it, or 
to take awiy that 'eſtabliſhed; or to introducea new one 
withour: Warrant of Authority of the King.  Beeanſe, - 

r... The Kingis theSupreme Head of the Church of Exgs 

land, 26. H.8.c.1. 2 E.6.c. 2. And at a Convocation 
holden 49 22 8:8. by a publick Inſtrument made by all 
the- Bift6þs and: —_— of England; the Kirig was 
acknowledged to be Supreme Head: of the Church! of Eng 
lard ;- fe pert. 2. fol ta, OO 
-. 3, fiAIf FetleffaſticaF Authority: and Juriſdiction in this 
Kingdom' are originally. derived from the King, /;b. 5. De 

are Regis Eccleraſtith; he lath'power withih his Domini- 
otfs to' deelare whar are Articles” of Faith; according -to 
Taf* - 50 Scripturre, 


- 


C4. 
| Scriptrue, to make Laws for the Government of the Church; 
to appoint forms of Worſhip and Diſcipline; and he hath 
power to make Orders and Conſtitutions for the Govern- 
ment of the Clergy, as it was reſolved by all the Judges of 
England, 2 Feb. 2 fac. Croke part 2.fol. 37. Moors Rep. 755. 
And theſe Rights and powers of the King are inherent 1n 
him, asEfſential Flowers of the Crown, and as ancient as 
the Crown it ſelf. - | 

For Subjects to raiſe Arms in oppoſition of any of theſe 
Powers, or againſt the Laws and Conſtitutions to that pur- 
poſe by the King made, it's High Treaſon within the Statute 
of 25 E. 3. for the Church and Common-wealth make bur” 
one Monarchy ; therefvre they which take up Arins againſt 
the Eccleſiaſtical Power of the King, take up Arms again(t 
the Monarchy, and ſo againſt the Monarch, And I muſt 
tel],, you, Sir, That originally there was no difference be- 
tween Church and State, as to Juriſdiction, until Chriſtian 
Monarchs divided Juriſdiftions, and delegated Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical perſons to take Conufance, and judge of 
Cauſes ſeparate: And thoſe der anon are called Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical, in reſped of the rage. =p only, and not 
in reſpe& of the Caſes whereof they take Conuſance, and 
judge. And the ſame perſons which ratione Ligeantie, are 
Members of the Common-wealth, ratione Fidez, are Mem- 
bers.of the Church, ._ 2 hy 
| Sir EdwardCoke ( that great Oracle of the Law ,) ſaith, 
If Subjects take up Arms, to alter Religion eſtabliſhed with- 
in the. Realm, or the Laws, or to any other end, pretend- 
ing Reformation of their own heads, without Authority 
from the King, this is a levying of War againſt the King 
becauſe they take upon them Royal Authority, whick is 
again(t. the King, and. per Conſequence it's High Treaſon, 
Inſt. part. 3. fol. 9. | EE 

Sir John Oldcaſile of Cowling in the County of Kent, in 
Pgrliament was adjudged a Traytor, for that he and others 
to the. number of twenty men called Zollards, did con- 
{pire-to ſubvert the State of the Clergy , Kot. part. 5 H. 
TY - 


C | =: 


(65) 

In Queen aries time Sir Nicholas Throgworton confpir- 
ed with Sir Thomas Wyat to levy War within the Realm 
for alteration in Religion; he joyned not with him in the 
execution of this Conſpiracy, yet bothadjudged Traytors 


F 


by the Common Law, before the Declaration of the Stat. 
25. £. 3. Dy fol. 98. | - a, 

1 Fac. The Lord Gray. and other Confpirators met, and. 
conſpired to make an Infurretion, whereby they deſigned 
to ſeiſe the King into-their power , until he ſhould grant 
them a Pardon of all Treafons, a Tolleration of the Exer- 
ciſe of the Popifh Religion, &-c: They were indicted- for 
Compaſling the Kings Death; the Lord Gray was tryed by 
his Peers , and had Judgment to be' drawn, hangd and 
quarter'd. ; Oo | 
In the Fifthty firſt of Henry the third, it was declared 
by Parliament, 'that for Subjects to aſſociate or enter into- 
any Covenant to reform Church or State, withont the con- 
ſent of the King, was. High Treafon by. the Fundamental 
Laws of this Nation, and entred upon the Roll,” Nzy#o con- 
_W_MNG_NSE;T 0 HH 575-4 

If the end of raiſing Arms be to overthrow _any Statute, 
any , part” of the Law, and ſettled Government in Church or' 
State, this is war againſt the King, and High Treafon. _ *© 

In that great Inſurre&ion of the Villains and meanerpeo- 
ple in King Aichard the Second's rime 3 they took in Oath, 
Prod Regi eh Communibus fidelitatem” ſervarent, to be true 
to the King and Commons, and:that they -wopld' take no- 
thing but what they paid for, puniſhed all Theft with Death 
here was no intendment againſt the'perſon of the King 3 the 
intent” was to eſtabliſh the Laws of Villenage and Servitude : 
this in Parliament, 5.2. 18 declared to be Freafon agaiaſt 


s - 


the King, 5 A. 2. part 1.72. 31,32: ” 

In the Eighth'year of Hewry the Eight, William Bed, 
and Themgs Lacy in the County of Kext, conſpired: with 
Thomas Chegney, called the Hermite of the Qucen of Faires, 
to overthrow the Lay'sand' Cuſtoms of the Realm 3 and for 
the effeCting of it, they with 200 more' met together, and 
concluded upon a Courfe of, raifirg greater Forces 'in the 
© ſaid County of Kext ; this was adjudged Treaſon: It's the 
ſame offence by force of Arms to conſpire to overthrow the. 

WY Eccle(t- 


| C24 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws and -Government of the, .Church. 

Richard Bradſhaw, and Robert Burton, and others of Ox- 
ford-ſhire, conſpired and agreed to aſſemble themſelves with 
ſo many men _ as they could procure at Er/lowhil/ in that 
County, and there to riſe, and from thence to go fron 
Gentlemans houſe to Gentlemans houſe, and to caſt down 
Incloſures-as well for enlargement of High-ways, as of Erra- 


ble Lands ; and they agreed to get Armour and Artillary 


at the Lord Norris houſe, and to bear them in going from 
Gentlemans houſe to Gentlemans houſe for the end afore- 
ſaid, and to that purpoſe perfwaded divers others; and all 
this was confeſſed by the Offenders, for which Bradſhaw and 
Burton were attainted of High Treaſon, P. 39 Eliz. by all 
the Judges of England. | | 

| It it be Treaſon to conſpire and agree to aſſemble to caſt 
down Incloſures, certainly it-muſt\ be Treaſon to conſpire 
and conſult by power of Arms, without Royal Authority, 
to caſt downthe Incloſures of the Church ( which is Hortas 
zncluſys..) and fenced with ſo many excellent Laws to de- 


fendit againſt the Ravage of the Beaſtsof Epheſus, "and the 


Fury of unreaſonable men. | 

For Subjects to take up Arms to remove evil Counſellors 
from the King, it's High Treaſon, as it was adjudged in 
the Caſe of the Earl of Egex z what then is the Offence by 
force of Arms to remove the ſacred Oracles of the Church, 
aad to pull down the Pillars of it > ©] 

So that it doth demonſtratively appear, that the ſole power 
of the Sword 15 in the King ; for to ſuppoſe that another 
hath right to bear the Sword, befides the Soveraign, is to 
ſuppoſe, that the Soveratgn hath an equal, which 1s a Con- 
tradiction to the notion of Soveraignty, and that inthe ſame 
Government there may be two Soveraign Powers. ; 


:. 3. Tathe next place we ſhall conſider whether this Do- 
Arine of taking up Arms for Religion, or in defence 'of it, 
Qr to prevent any other from ſetling, or uporl any other 

odly pretence, without Authority from the King, be 
warranted by the Judgment of the moſt Learned and Pious 
men in all Ages, That it's not lawful for Subje&s; without 
Warrant from their King, to uy up Arms for Religion, 

| | Dt} 8 x . 


Fs 


_ 


_ 


(3) 
or defence of it, or upon any other godly pretence what- 
ſoever. | | 
' Tertulian 11 his Apologeticks &. 30,33, 37: tells us; That 
the Ancient Chriſtians in his time, although having an Hea- 
then and perſecuting Emperor, did honour him, as choſen 
of God, aud ſecond from God, and firſt after God ; and 
did chuſe rather to ſuffer, than to make reſiſtance by force 
of Arms, although they lacked not number and ſtrength 
ro da it. | 
.. The like Example we have in that renowned Thebe a 
Legion of 6666 Chriſtian Soldiers called Agaunenſes from 
the place of their Suffering, who, without making reſiſtance 
as they had ſtrength to have done, ſuffered themſelves rather 
to be {]Jain-for their Chriſtian Profeſſion, by the Officers of 
Maximinian the Emperor, Executors of his cruel Command. 
ment againſt them: This fell out in the 18.year of Diocleſfar, as 
Ads Viexprenſis writeth inhis Chronicle, which was in the year 
of God 297. as Cardinal Baroxixs reckoneth in his Annals ; 
and of that pious and Chriſtian Reſolution Yenautizs Fortu-: 
z»atzs an ancient Biſhop of Poifiers hath. left unto us a noble 
Eulogium, as you may ſee in Bibliotheca Patr. Tom. 8. Edit 
L 4- fe al. F 4 ts 7 | R 5 . | 
| . Gregory Nazianzen in his firſt Oration, ſpeaking of the 
Perſecution by F#l;ax the Apoſtate, where the Chriſtians 
were more in number, and ſtronger in power to have made 
open Reſiſtance, if they, had in their Conſciences found it 
agrecable to their Ctriſtian Profeſſion, declareth plainly , 
that they had no other remedy againſt that Perſecution, buc 
patieat Suffering for Chriſt, with gloriation in Chriſt. 
.. St. . Ambroſe having received commandment to deliver the 
facred Houſes or Churches to be poſleſied by the Arrians, 
declared what he thought convenient to be done inſuch a 
caſe, to wit, neither-to obey in that which he could not 
perfarm with a good Conſcience, nor yet to reſiſt by force 
of Arms. .. His words'to:the people ( Concione tertia contre 
Auxentium ) are theſe 3, Quidergo turbamini? volens nun- 
" quam vos deſeram, coatus repugnare non novi « doleve potero, 
 potero flere, potero gerpare, adverſis arma, milites, Gothoſque 
lachrimg, mea atma, ſunt; talia munimenta ſunt Sacerda- 
tis , aliter debeo, nec poſſum reſiftere : Why then are ye 
= _ troubled 2? 


Ep (9); Wes 
troubled 2: I ſhall never willingly leaye, you: If I be com- 
pelled, I capnot gainſtand 3 ,I may be ſorry, I may weep, I 
may figh,, againſt, Arms, Soldjers, the Gothes alſo, my Tears. 
are Arms. Fl ſuch aje.the Gyards of a Prieſt : otherwiſe 
I neithgr Gaghy, nor may _ zeflh, And in the ſecond Book: 
| of his: Epiſtles, 14;Ep;/t.'to his Siſter Marcelinp, ſpeaking 
to the ſame purpoſe, he faith, Now. ego we valabo circumfuſie. 
one populorum , rogamns, Auguite, nor Pre an'y; ——tradere 
Bafilicam, nox poſſnwy ſed FOpUgnAre HR, ebea: I ſball not 
fortifie my ſelf-with.a multitude, of. people about me—We _ 
beſeech,, O. Emperor, we fight not. —I may.nor deliver 
the Church, but I:ought not to make refiſtance, 
© Such al, was the Dating and Prague 0h many other 
great. Lights, whichſhined in the days of Julia» the Apoſtate, 
adn the days ef the Arrian Emperors, and Gothich Arriar 
NgS, + : 

| St. Augeſtine. writing . of a_ lawful War, acknowledgeth 
that only to be lawful, which hath Authority from the Prince; 
Inveref enjan quibue, capſir., quiburgys Autboribur homines 
 gerenda bella ſuſcipiant,; ordg tamen. ilfe naturalis mortalinne 
paci accommoigtus hoc poſcit, ut ſuſcipiend} bebi Anthoritas, 
atque Conſihum penes Principem fit. Aug, lib; 22, contga Fax- 
Jim 7.51 For it;s. much to.be regarded, Taith he, for what. 
Canſes, and.by.whoſe authority men undertake Wars, but that 


natural ordermhich. is, accammodated, to; the peace of mortal, 


merr,require this, That, the Authority apd Counſel of undertaking, 


+» ; 


War, be,inthg pazer, of the Prince. 
' Dacor Bilſon layh, In making of War, the perſon wilt be 
reſpeGed, as well as the. Cauſe. 3 be, the Cauſe never ſo, juſt, if. 
the Perſar he notaythorized by God to draw the Sword, they 
be not juſt, on lamfu} liars. Private men way wh vexture 
on Wars, unlefs they he. directly warranted by hin that bath 
the Warrant from God. Dx. Kilſen in his Book entituled, The 
true Difference betwixt Chriſtian SubjeFion, and Vnchriſtian 
Rebelion 5 Printed at Qxford 1585. fol. 389. | | 
He ſheweth, thatthe Subje&s of Erg/urd have no Jawful 
Authority or Warrant to draw the Sword without the con- | 


{eng of thy Aringe, fak-\1 18; 


Peter Martyr ſaith, That ifs certain, that wars may not 
be mae without the Anthority of the Prince. Loc, Eom. clafl. 
D. 


4+ C.l6.Se, 2+ Calvin 


A 


Calvin, a perſon of nomean eſteem with you, in the 4th 
Pook'of Kis Inſtitutes! in the laſt Chapter ofthiar Book,  dif- 
Piiteth the Queltion at large,and by many' Dong Arguments 
concludeth, That it's no ways Lawful for'Subjedts to re-; 

fiſt their Prince by force of Arms, -whether* the, Prince be 
Godly andJuſt, or Ungodly and Unjuſtin his Converſation, 
and commands, that. nothing remaineth to Subjetts in ſuch 
4 caſe, butto obey vr hiffer. 0 em, 

The fame Dodrine alſo is delivered by Hugo, Grotizs in his. 
firſt Book de Fure Belli & Pacis, ch. 4. To: Gerherd \n.the 6.. 
Tom. of his Common Places.in his Treatiſe de Magiſtratu Po- 
litico 2.483. where he diſcourſcth learnedly of this matter: 
Albericas Gentilis in his Regal Diſputations, Difput. 3+ de 
Vi Civium in Regem ſemper injuita. Jo. Biſhop of Rocheſter 
in his Book written againſt Bellarmine, de Poteſtate Pape in 
rebus Temporalibus lib: 1.c 8. 14. Antonins de Dominis, in 
his Book called Oftenſio Errorum: Franciſci Suarez. c. 6. 
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It the Authority of theſe perſons, who made ſo great Fi- 
gures in the World for their Piety and:Learning, cannot con- 
' vince you of your Error, I know not what will. . 

But, Sir, muſt tel}. you, let your Pretences be never fo firm 
and religious, and that you act according to the Dittates of 
your Canſcience, to ſecure Religion againſt Papacy, and to - 
reduce the Church of Exgland to the primitive Purity, if you 
take up Arms to effe& it,” without Royal Authority, it's 

High Treaſon. Obedience to your Soyeraign Prince and 
his Laws, is part of your Duty towards God: And Conſci- 
ence is not your Rule, but your Guide, and fo far only can 
Conſcience juſtifie your ACtions, as it 1s juſtifyed by God, 
and his facred Word. Subm:ſlivn to your Prince 1s your 
Duty, and confidence in his Goodneſs will be your Pru- 
dence. Sol take my leave and reſt, | 


- | Sir "7 
Your Humble Servant, 


i eAp William d Bretaine. 


FINIS. 


